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Chapter XI - Public Utilities
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Chapter XI - Public Utilities
Public Utilities - Historical Notes
The following act is included for historical purposes.

1. Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 684, established a drainage district to be known as the Cherry
Bottom Drainage District in the Fifth Civil District of Humphreys County. John W. Daniel, W. L.
Cudef and J. D. Bone were named as the initial Board of Directors until their successors were
elected by the land holders of the District to two year terms. The Directors would have general
control and management of the business affairs of the District, and would be vested with authority
to make contracts for the maintenance, upkeep and improvement of a large drainage ditch and
lateral tributaries that ran through the District from north to south then being constructed by the
Works Progress Administration. The adjoining landowners were required to construct water gates
and to keep the ditches on their land free from obstructions. The Directors would receive $2 per
day compensation for up to ten days per year for inspecting the ditches, and they would set the
compensation of their employees. A special tax of up to $1 per $100 property valuation would be
levied for two years against the lands in the district to repay the investors in the project, and
thereafter a tax of up to 25 cents per $100 property valuation would be levied in the District for
the upkeep and maintenance of the project. This Act was declared unconstitutional as an unlawful
delegation of the taxing power in Humphreys County v. Burch, 179 Tenn 562, 167 S.W.2d 992
(1943).
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