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Chapter V - Court System

Circuit Court

Clerk

Private Acts of 1975 Chapter 148

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 8-2404, is amended by adding the following:

However, circuit court clerks in those counties having a population of not less than 8,100 nor more
than 8,200, according to the Federal Census of 1970, or any subsequent Federal Census, shall be
paid the maximum salary required by Section 8-2403 [8-24-102] regardless of the amount of fees
collected by the circuit court clerk.

SECTION 2. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Quarterly
County Court of any county to which it applies before September 1, 1975. Its approval or non-approval
shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the county court and certified by him to the Secretary of
State.

SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective upon
becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective upon being
approved as provided in Section 2.

Passed: May 14, 1975.

Court of Common Pleas
Private Acts of 1975 Chapter 28

SECTION 1. A court is created, effective September 1, 1975, for Jackson County having the powers and
jurisdictions hereinafter set forth, coextensive with the boundary lines of the county, and to be known as
the Court of Common Pleas of Jackson County.

SECTION 2. The Judge of the Court of General Sessions of Jackson County, upon his being elected and
qualified as Judge of the Court of General Sessions, shall also be the Judge of the Court of Common Pleas.
The present general sessions judge shall serve as Judge of the Court of Common Pleas until his successor
is duly elected and qualified.

SECTION 3. The terms of the Court of Common Pleas of Jackson County shall be monthly, commencing
on the first Monday of each month, and the procedure shall conform to the rules of civil procedure
applicable to the circuit and chancery courts.

SECTION 4. The Court of Common Pleas of Jackson County shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the
circuit and chancery courts in the county in workmen’s compensation, habeas corpus, and those powers
conferred by Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 23-1201, to remove the disabilities of a minor and by
Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-105, to permit adoptions. In addition to these powers and duties
the Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, may sit by interchange with the circuit and criminal judges and
the chancellor, and they with him, in Jackson County.

SECTION 5. The Circuit Court Clerk of Jackson County shall be the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas,
and all fees received by him as Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas shall be a part of the fees of his office.

SECTION 6. The Court of Common Pleas shall be a court of record, the records to be kept and preserved
as required by law for circuit and chancery courts.

SECTION 7. After this Act becomes law the judge of the Court of Common Pleas shall receive a salary of
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) a year, payable monthly from the county treasury, in addition to the
salary received by him as general sessions judge.

SECTION 8. The Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Jackson County shall take and subscribe to the
same oath provided by law for circuit judges and chancellors and shall possess the same qualifications.

SECTION 9. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the Act which can be given effect
without the invalid provision or application, and to that end the provisions of this Act are declared to be
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severable.

SECTION 10. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
Quarterly County Court of Jackson County before September 1, 1975. Its approval or nonapproval shall be
proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Jackson County Quarterly Court and certified by him to the
Secretary of State.

SECTION 11. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective upon
being approved as provided in Section 10.

Passed: April 2, 1975.

General Sessions Court
Private Acts of 1949 Chapter 460

SECTION 1. That there is hereby created and established a Court in and for Jackson County, Tennessee,
which shall be designated the Court of General Sessions of Jackson County, Tennessee. The Court shall be
held in Gainesboro and Jackson County shall provide a courtroom, dockets, furnishings and necessary
supplies for the equipment and maintenance of said court, and shall pay for same out of the general funds
of the County, and the jurisdiction of said Court shall be coextensive within the boundaries of Jackson
County, Tennessee, and the Judge of said Court shall have power and authority to hear and try all cases
at the courtroom established therefor, or at such other place or places in Jackson County as he may
determine to be more feasible and convenient for the parties.

SECTION 2. That the said Court of General Sessions is hereby vested with all the jurisdiction and shall
exercise the authority conferred by the General Assembly of Tennessee upon Justices of the Peace, in civil
and criminal cases, suits and actions; and the Justices of the Peace for said county are hereby divested of
all such jurisdiction and authority, but any Justice of the Peace of said county may issue criminal and
search warrants against and accept appearance bonds from any person charged with an offense, and may
issue civil warrants and process on any cause heretofore triable by a Justice of the Peace, such warrants
process to be returnable and triable by said Court of General Sessions. The authority of said Justices of
the Peace in their capacity as members of the Quarterly Court or in performance of the rites of
matrimony, or to administer oaths is in no wise affected by this Act.

SECTION 3. That the laws now regulating pleading and practice; stay of and appeals from judgments,
writs and processes in civil cases in Courts of Justices of the Peace, shall apply to and govern said Court;
and all of the statutes regulating the conduct of Justices of the Peace in civil and criminal cases shall apply
to the Judge of said Court.

SECTION 4. That the Judge of said Court shall adopt such rules as may be necessary to expedite the trial
and disposition of cases and the manner, time, and place of which process shall be returnable, and the
time and place in which cases shall be heard and such other rules as will enable the Court to function
properly.

SECTION 5. That in order to facilitate the business of the Court, all cases set for hearing upon the trial
docket may be called, heard and disposed of on the designated day and hour set without the waiting
period of one hour thereafter as provided for either party for cases before Justices of the Peace.

SECTION 6. That before the issuance of any warrants in civil cases, the plaintiff shall execute a cost bond
with good security in the sum of Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars, or in lieu thereof make a cash deposit with
the Clerk of not less than Three ($3.00) Dollars, nor more than Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars, to secure
the costs, provided this sum shall not apply to cases where specific sums are now set out by law, or take
the oath prescribed for poor persons, and on motion, the Court may increase the security. When Court is
not in session and the Judge is not available, the Sheriff shall have the right to take bond for the
appearance of a person charged with crime, but such bonds may be taken only at the county jail and a
record made thereof, if such offense is bailable. This provision shall in no wise abridge the authority of the
Sheriff to take bonds as now provided by law.

SECTION 7. That in all matters the costs and fees of said Court of General Sessions, including the service
of the Clerks of this Court, shall be the same as those provided by law for Justices of the Peace.

The fees and other compensation of Sheriff, his Deputies, Constables, Game Wardens and State Highway
patrolmen for execution of writs and process of said Court and for the attendance and mileage of
witnesses shall be the same in said Court as those provided by law of the Courts of Justices of the Peace.

The fees and compensation due for services rendered by said Court of General Sessions shall be paid to
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the Clerk, or to some one of his Deputy Clerks, and by him and his deputies accounted for as hereinafter
provided. Such costs, fees and mileage of witnesses and fees, commissions and emoluments of the
Sheriff, his Deputies and Constables, State Highway Patrolmen, Game Wardens, and other officers, for
services in said Court shall be accounted for and disbursed as required by law.

SECTION 8. That separate dockets shall be kept in said Court for civil and criminal cases. Upon the civil
docket shall be entered the style of each case, the date of issuance of the warrant or process and return
on the process in brief form, action of the Court on the case, both interlocutory and final orders,
judgments, executions, garnishments, lists of the fees of the Court, the Sheriff, his Deputies, Constables,
Game Wardens and State Highway Patrolmen for their services, fees of witnesses for attendance, etc., and
credits for payments upon the judgment and upon the costs. All cases shall be indexed and the dockets
shall be substantially in the form of those of Justices of the Peace. The criminal docket shall be kept in like
manner. All of the official dockets, records and papers in cases that are undisposed of or pending in offices
of Justices of the Peace of said County at the time this Act becomes effective shall be delivered to said
Court of General Sessions. The official dockets, records and papers in possession of Justices of the Peace
of said County in cases which have been completed shall be turned over to said County, as provided by
law.

SECTION 9. That there shall be one Judge for said Court, who shall be learned in the law, a resident of
Jackson County, Tennessee, and with the same qualifications and term of office as provided by the
Constitution of the State of Tennessee for Judges of inferior courts; and the oath shall be the same as
prescribed for Circuit Judges and Chancellors.

SECTION 10. That the Court herein provided is hereby vested with full jurisdiction to try and determine
and render final judgment in all misdemeanor cases brought before said Court upon warrant wherein the
person charged with such misdemeanor offense enters a plea of guilty or requests trial upon the merits
and expressly waives in writing an indictment, presentment, grand jury investigation and jury trial. In
such cases, the trial shall proceed before the Court without the intervention of a jury, and the Court shall
enter such judgment and as an incident thereto, may inflict such punishment within the limits provided by
law for the particular offense, as he may deem proper under the peculiar circumstances of such case, but
nothing herein shall be construed as undertaking to grant such Judge the power to impose a fine in excess
of Fifty ($50.00) Dollars upon any citizen of this State; and provided further, that the Court herein created
shall have no jurisdiction of the trial of misdemeanors for which the minimum punishment is a fine of
more than Fifty ($50.00) Dollars.

Any person aggrieved by the judgment of the Court of General Sessions have criminal jurisdiction
rendered under the provisions of this section may appeal such judgment to the next term of the Circuit
Court of Jackson County upon executing an appearance bond and likewise executing bond for the amount
of fine and costs, or in lieu thereof, taking the oath prescribed by law for paupers. Such appeals, when
properly taken to the Circuit Court of Jackson County, shall be tried by the Judge of the Circuit Court
without a jury and without indictment and presentment, and upon the original warrant issued against such
person.

The Judge of the Court of General Sessions herein created is expressly authorized to issue any and all
process in connection with criminal cases disposed of by him under the provisions of this section
necessary to effectuate the carrying out of the judgment rendered by him in such case.

SECTION 11. That the Clerk of the Circuit Court of said County shall act as Clerk of said Court of General
Sessions, and when so acting as Clerk of said Court shall be designated “Clerk of Court of General
Sessions of Jackson County.” The fees, commissions and emoluments of said Court of General Sessions
shall accrue to said County. The Clerk of said Court shall receive as compensation for his services the sum
of Three Hundred ($300.00) Dollars per annum, payable in equal monthly installments out of the ordinary
funds of said County, and such compensation shall be in addition to all other compensation received by
said Clerk, and he shall pay to said County monthly all fees, commissions and emoluments of said Court of
General Sessions.

The Clerk of said Court and his Deputies shall have concurrent authority with the Judge thereof to issue
warrants and other process and writs, other than those which the law requires shall be issued only by a
judicial office.

It shall be the express duty of the Clerk of said Court to keep all dockets required by this Act; to write all
minute entries required herein, and to promptly make any and all entries necessitated by this statute. In
case of the failure or dereliction of the Clerk so to do, he shall be subject to ouster proceedings as now
provided by general statute.

SECTION 12. That the compensation of said Judge shall be Twenty-four Hundred ($2,400.00) Dollars per
annum, payable in equal monthly installments on the first day of each month, out of ordinary funds of the
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County, and shall not be increased or diminished during the term for which he is appointed or elected.

SECTION 13. That for the purpose of filling the vacancy occasioned by the creation of such judgeship,
Garland D. Anderson is hereby designated and appointed as such Judge, who shall serve until the August
election of 1950, or until his successor shall be elected and qualified.

At the August election, 1950, there shall be elected a Judge who shall possess the qualifications required,
who shall hold office for a term of eight years from September 1, 1950, next following his election; and
the Judge of said Court of General Sessions shall thereafter be elected by the qualified voters of Jackson
County each eight (8) years at the General August Election.

In event of a vacancy in the office of the Judge of said Court of General Sessions, other than the original
vacancy created by this Act, the Governor of the State of Tennessee shall appoint a Judge with the
qualifications prescribed by this Act, to serve until the next general election held in the County of Jackson,
at which time a successor shall be elected to fill out the unexpired term of such Judge.

SECTION 14. That none of the provisions contained in this Act shall be construed to prohibit the Judge of
the Court of General Sessions of Jackson County, Tennessee, from practicing law in Chancery Court,
Circuit Courts, County Courts, and Appellate Courts of the State of Tennessee, except in cases having
their origin in said Court of General Sessions of Jackson County, Tennessee.

SECTION 15. That the said Court of General Sessions shall have authority to hear and determine all
undisposed of cases arising before said Justices of the Peace of said County as if said cases had originated
in said Court of General Sessions, and to issue executions on unsatisfied judgments on the dockets of said
Justices of the Peace, and to certify to said judgment of judgments.

SECTION 16. That if the Judge of said Court of General Sessions for any reason fails to hold Court, a
majority of the attorneys present in such Court may elect one of their number who has the qualifications
of such a Judge, and when elected shall have the same authority as a regular Judge to hold the Court for
the occasion. The Clerk of said Court shall preside at such elections and shall keep in his office a record of
the election of such special Judges. Such special judges shall not be entitled to compensation for their
services. The County Judge or Chairman, or Circuit Judge or Chancellor shall preside by interchange.

SECTION 17. That the Judge of the Court of General Sessions shall also possess the power to issue fiats
for extraordinary process returnable to the appropriate Court in which such suit is to be filed. The Judge of
the Court of General Sessions shall have the same power and authority and to the same extent to punish
for contempt as now provided for the Circuit, Chancery and Appellate Courts.

The Judge of the said Court of General Sessions shall have the same power and authority as the different
judges of our Circuit and Criminal Courts have in suspending fines and jail sentences in Criminal cases.

As amended by: Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 389

SECTION 18. That the General Assembly expressly declares that each section, subsection, paragraph and
provision of this Act is severable, and that should any portion of this Act be held unconstitutional or
invalid, the same shall not affect the remainder of the Act, and such constitutional or invalid portion shall
be elided, and the General Assembly declares that it would have enacted this Act with such
unconstitutional or invalid portions elided therefrom.

SECTION 19. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 31, 1949.

Court System - Historical Notes

Board of Jur mmissioners - Juror

The following acts once affected jurors or boards of jury commissioners in Jackson County, but are no
longer operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.

1. Acts of 1803, Chapter 73, apportioned the number of jurors to be returned by the counties of the
Mero District. Jackson County was required to return two jurors.

2. Acts of 1805, Chapter 36, provided that from and after the passage of this Act any householder,
or any person holding land by bond or by entry, shall be competent in all respects whatsoever to
serve as jurors in Jackson and Stewart Counties as if they were freeholders, any law to the
contrary notwithstanding.

3. Acts of 1806 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 24, apportioned the number of jurors to be returned by the
counties of the Winchester District. Jackson County was required to send twelve jurors.

4. Acts of 1817, Chapter 128, authorized the Justices of the Peace to annually levy a tax for the
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purpose of providing additional compensation to the jurors attending the county and circuit
courts. The additional compensation was limited to fifty cents per day.

5. Acts of 1831, Chapter 14, authorized William Locke, William Gilbreath and John McArver, three of
the Justices of the Peace, in Jackson County, to designate a jury for the next term of the County
Court in consequence of a failure on the part of the County Court at its last term to do so.

6. Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 427, created a Board of Jury Commissioners for Jackson County
which would consist of three discreet men of the county who were not attorneys nor county
officials, and who had no suit pending in court. They would be appointed by the Judge of the
Criminal Court to serve terms of two years, the first members serving until the first Monday in
July, 1929. The Clerk of the Court would notify the members of their selection within ten days of
their appointment. They would meet at the courthouse within 10 days and take the oath specified
in the act and select a chairman and a secretary. On the first Monday of the month preceding the
month in which the regular term of the criminal court is held, they would meet at the courthouse
and select from the tax books and other sources a list of 36 names for the Criminal Court and 18
names for the Circuit Court. The Clerk would enter the names of those chosen on a book
especially set aside for that purpose and would place the initials of the board member selecting
that person beside his name. All members of the board were required to approve the entire list
when it was completed. These people selected would make up the grand and petit jurors for that
term of court, the criminal court coming out of the 36. Provision was made for special terms of
court. The board members would be paid $3.00 for making out the jury lists. The list would be
given to the clerk who would pass it on to the sheriff to summon the jurors at the proper time.
The judge who could appoint the board members could also remove them for several reasons.
This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 539.

7. Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 32, amended Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 427, by directing the
Board to select 50 names for the criminal court instead of 36.

8. Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 539, expressly repealed Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 427, which
created a Board of Jury Commissioners for Jackson County. After the effective date of this act the
quarterly county court will appoint the jurors, as provided by general law, and those appointed
shall begin to serve after the term of the present jurors who were appointed by the Board under
Chapter 427, ends.

9. Private Acts of 1941, Chapter 446, created a new three member Board of Jury Commissioners for
Jackson County who would be appointed by the Judge of the Criminal Court for two year terms.
This Board was required to select 45 names from the tax rolls, or other public sources of
information from which list the grand and petit juries would be selected. Provisions for the
selection of special panels or juries, were included in the act. The members of the Board would be
paid $5.00 for making out each list. Provision was expressly made that substantial compliance
with the terms of this act would be sufficient. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1949,
Chapter 45.

Chancery Court

The following acts form an outline of the development of equity jurisdiction in Jackson County, although
they no longer have the force of law since they have either been superseded by general law, repealed, or
failed to receive local ratification.

1. Acts of 1806, Chapter 19, subdivided the Mero District into three districts of Mero, Winchester,
and Robertson. Jackson, Smith, and Wilson Counties went into the Winchester District. There
would be two superior courts and a court of equity, to be held every year at Carthage. The
superior courts would meet on the third Monday in April and October of each year and continue
for twelve judicial days. All jurisdiction possessed by the former courts was granted unto the new
courts.

2. Acts of 1822 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 13, provided that the Justices of the Supreme Court of Errors
and Appeals shall hold the Chancery Court at the places where the Supreme Court is held in each
circuit at least once each year.

3. Acts of 1824 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 14, added two new Judges to the Tennessee Supreme Court
which would thereafter be held at Knoxville, Sparta, and Nashville. The Judges would arrange
among themselves to hold the Chancery Court twice a year. The court at Carthage would hear
equity cases from Overton, Fentress, Jackson, Smith, Sumner, and Wilson Counties on the third
Monday in May and November.

4. Acts of 1827, Chapter 79, divided Tennessee into two Chancery Divisions, the Eastern and the
Western. The Eastern Division would consist of the courts conducted in the cities of Rogersville,
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Greenville, Kingston, Carthage (which would include Jackson County), and McMinnville. A
Chancellor would be appointed by the General Assembly for each Division and the Judges of the
Supreme Court would no longer exercise original Chancery jurisdiction.

5. Acts of 1827, Chapter 88, provided that the Chancellors are Chancellors of the State, that they
may interchange among themselves, and that they would arrange to hear cases at least twice
each year at the places designated. The court at Carthage would hear causes from Overton,
Fentress, Jackson, Smith, Sumner, and Wilson counties on the third Monday in January and July.
This act amends Acts of 1827, Chapter 79.

6. Acts of 1832, Chapter 19, changed the dates for holding the Chancery Courts in the Eastern
Chancery Division which now contained the courts of Rogersville, Greeneville, Madisonville,
Kingston, Monroe, Knoxville, McMinnville, and Carthage where court would open on the third
Monday in January and July, and continue in session for two weeks if required.

7. Acts of 1832, Chapter 21, changed the schedule for the Chancery Court at Carthage to the second
Monday in January and July.

8. Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 4, provided for the appointment of three Chancellors for the State, one
to preside in each of the three Chancery divisions, who could also interchange with each other.
Fentress, Overton, and Jackson counties were assigned to the First District of the Middle Division
whose court would meet in Livingston on the first Monday in January and July. The Chancellor
would appoint a Clerk and Master for each place and all process would be made to conform to the
new system.

9. Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 116, rescheduled the opening dates of the chancery court at Livingston
to the first Monday in March and September, but these changes would not begin until the second
term in this year.

10. Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 184, provided that all suits in Chancery originating in Jackson County
may be brought either in the court at Livingston, or in the court at Carthage, at the election of the
complainant.

11. Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 21, established a Chancery Court for Jackson County. The court would
be held at Gainesboro on the first Monday in May and November.

12. Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 33, divided Tennessee into four Chancery divisions, the new division
being made up of the courts which meet in the cities of Livingston, Carthage, McMinnville,
Winchester, Lebanon, Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville. All courts would continue to observe their
regular terms.

13. Acts of 1845-46, Chapter 82, changed the court terms for the Chancery Courts in the Fourth
Division with the court at Gainesboro meeting on the Wednesday after the fourth Monday in
January and July. This division now held the courts which met at Lafayette, Winchester, Sparta,
Livingston, Smithville, McMinnville, Woodbury, and Gainesboro.

14. Acts of 1849-50, Chapter 213, changed the starting dates for the Chancery Court at Gainesboro in
Jackson County to the Wednesday after the second Monday in January and July.

15. Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 331, amended Acts of 1849-50, Chapter 213, to require the Chancellor
of the Fourth Division to hold the court at Gainesboro so that the court shall open on the first
Wednesday after the first Monday in February and on the first Wednesday after the second
Monday in July.

16. Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 88, divided the State into the Eastern, Middle, Western, Fourth, Fifth,
and Sixth Chancery Divisions. Jackson County was in the Fourth Division with Wilson, Macon,
Putnam, Smith, Coffee, Franklin, Lincoln, Bedford, Sumner, DeKalb, Warren, Van Buren, Grundy,
Cannon, and Rutherford. Court would open at Gainesboro on the first Monday in February and the
second Monday in July.

17. Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 14, created a Seventh Chancery Division which contained the counties
of Overton, Jackson, Macon, Sumner, Robertson, Montgomery, Smith, and Stewart. The
Chancellor of this Division would also hold the Circuit Courts for Sumner County. The Court at
Gainesboro would commence on the second Monday of February and August.

18. Acts of 1866-67, Chapter 25, changed the opening dates for the Chancery Court at Gainesboro in
Jackson County from the second Monday to the first Monday in February and August.

19. Acts of 1868-69, Chapter 18, set up the schedule for some of the Chancery Courts of the Seventh
Chancery Division but left the Jackson County Chancery Court to meet at Gainesboro on the first
Monday of February and August.

20. Acts of 1870, Chapter 32, reorganized the lower equity courts in Tennessee into twelve Chancery
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Districts. The Fifth District was composed of the counties of Van Buren, White, Putnam, Overton,
Jackson, Macon, Smith, DeKalb, and Clay.

21. Acts of 1870, Chapter 47, scheduled the terms of the Chancery Courts for every county in the
state assigning Jackson County to the fourth Monday in April and October.

22. Acts of 1875, Chapter 137, provided that the Chancery Court of Jackson County would hereafter
be held on the second Monday in March and the fourth Monday in September.

23. Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, reorganized the entire lower judicial system of the State,
creating eleven Chancery Divisions of which the Fifth Division was made up of the counties of
Cumberland, Fentress, Pickett, Overton, Clay, Jackson, Putham, White, DeKalb, Smith, and
Macon. Court terms in Jackson County would begin on the first Monday in March and September.
This statute was considered in the case of Flynn v. State, 203 Tenn. 337, 313 S.W.2d 248 (1958),
although only the Criminal Court in Memphis was involved.

24. Acts of 1887, Chapter 129, stated that hereafter the Chancery Court of Jackson County would be
held on the first Monday in February and September, all other laws to the contrary
notwithstanding.

25. Acts of 1890 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 19, amended Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, to change
the starting dates of the Chancery Court terms of some of the counties in the Fifth Chancery
Division but did not change Jackson County.

26. Acts of 1891 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 11, amended Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, by changing
the Chancery Court terms for all the counties in the Fifth Chancery Division shifting Jackson
County to the third Monday in March and September.

27. Acts of 1895, Chapter 15, changed some of the Chancery Court terms of the counties in the Fifth
Chancery Division but left Jackson County’s terms on the third Monday in March and September.

28. Acts of 1897, Chapter 43, amended Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, by making it the duty of
the Chancellor of the Fifth Chancery Division to hear any nonjury civil cases in the circuit courts of
Jackson County which were not tried by the Circuit Judge at the first term. The Chancery Court
would be held on the third Monday in March and September.

29. Acts of 1897, Chapter 294, amended Acts of 1897, Chapter 43, by changing chancery court terms
for some of the counties but did not change Jackson County.

30. Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, rescheduled and rearranged all the courts in the lower judicial system
of Tennessee, creating a total of ten Chancery Divisions. The Fourth Division contained the
counties of Cumberland, Pickett, Overton, Clay, Jackson, Putnam, White, DeKalb, Smith, Macon,
Van Buren, Cannon, and Trousdale. Chancery Court would begin in Jackson County on the third
Monday in March and September.

31. Acts of 1903, Chapter 97, rearranged the court terms for the counties in the Fourth Chancery
Division switching Jackson County to start its Chancery Court terms on the second Monday in June
and December.

32. Acts of 1905, Chapter 120, changed all the Chancery Court terms in the Fourth Division. Jackson
County would start on the first Wednesday after the third Monday in March and September.

33. Private Acts of 1911, Chapter 507, changed all the court terms of the Chancery Courts in the
Fourth Chancery Division. The division consisted of the counties of Cannon, Trousdale, Overton,
Cumberland, Smith, Macon, Fentress, Pickett, Van Buren, DeKalb, Morgan, White, Putnam, and
Jackson which was scheduled for the third Monday in April and October.

34. Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 40, altered the starting dates for several counties in the Fourth
Chancery Division bud did not affect Jackson County.

35. Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 406, adjusted the terms of two of the counties in the Fourth
Chancery Division but did not affect Jackson County.

ircuit rt
The following acts were once applicable to the circuit court of Jackson County but now have no effect,

having been repealed, superseded, or having failed to win local approval. Also referenced below are acts
which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1. Acts of 1809, Chapter 49, divided Tennessee into 5 Judicial Circuits. The Third Circuit was made
up of the counties of Smith, Warren, Franklin, Sumner, Overton, White, and Jackson. Court terms
would be twice each year at the courthouse in Jackson County on the third Monday in March and
September. The Judge would appoint a clerk for the court of each county over whose court he
presides. The Superior Courts of Law and Equity were abolished.
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2. Acts of 1812, Chapter 68, Section 3, changed the terms of the circuit courts in several of the
counties, including Jackson where the terms of the court would begin on the third Monday in
February and August of each year.

3. Acts of 1813, Chapter 134, rescheduled the terms of several counties’ Court of Pleas and Quarter
Sessions and changed the circuit court terms of Jackson County to the third Monday in March and
September.

4. Acts of 1817, Chapter 138, reset the terms of the circuit courts for several counties, mentioning
Jackson but left the circuit court to start on the third Monday in March and September.

5. Acts of 1819, Chapter 5, authorized and required the county court of Jackson County at the end of
the November session to adjourn the circuit court to any house in Gainesboro which might be
available for that purpose and to make all process conform to the change. Cases will be heard and
determined under same rules of law and evidence as applied when the court met at Williamsburg.

6. Acts of 1819, Chapter 160, provided that the circuit court of Jackson County would meet at
Gainesboro on the third Monday in February and August. Jackson County was part of the Third
Judicial Circuit along with Overton, White, Warren and Smith counties.

7. Acts of 1820 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 98, changed the starting dates for the circuit court at
Gainesboro in Jackson County to the second Monday in February and August.

8. Acts of 1821, Chapter 172, changed the opening dates for the circuit courts of several counties in
the Third Judicial Circuit. Circuit Court of Jackson County would begin on the fourth Monday in
March and September at the courthouse in Gainesboro and continue for two weeks unless the
docket was finished earlier, all process would be made to conform to these changes.

9. Acts of 1832, Chapter 20, set the dates for the circuit court of Jackson County to begin on the
third Monday in March and September.

10. Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 5, reorganized the entire lower court system of the State, providing for
the Circuit Courts to be held three times a year instead of twice. Eleven Judicial Circuits were
formed of which the Fourth was made up of the counties of Smith, Overton, White, Fentress,
Warren, and Jackson whose Circuit Court would meet on the second Monday in March, July, and
November.

11. Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 94, stated that, after March 1, 1836, the Circuit Courts for Jackson
County would be held on the third Monday in March, July, and November, all process being made
to conform.

12. Acts of 1845-46, Chapter 82, changed court terms in the Fourth Judicial Circuit composed of the
counties of DeKalb, White, Fentress, Overton, Macon, Smith, and Jackson, whose courts would
begin on the first Monday in March, July, and November.

13. Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 125, declared that hereafter two weeks shall be allowed for holding the
Circuit Courts of Jackson County instead of one.

14. Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 98, rearranged all the Circuit Courts of Tennessee into sixteen Judicial
Circuits. The 6th Judicial Circuit contained the counties of Jackson, Macon, Smith, Putnam, and
DeKalb. Jackson County Circuit Courts would start on the fourth Monday in February, June, and
October.

15. Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 62, changed the days on which the terms of the Circuit Court of Jackson
County would commence to the first Monday in March, July, and November.

16. Acts of 1870 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 31, rearranged the counties of Tennessee into fifteen regular
and one special Judicial District. The Fifth Judicial Circuit contained DeKalb, Overton, Putnam,
White, Smith, Jackson, Macon, and Clay Counties.

17. Acts of 1870 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 46, set the terms of the Circuit Courts for every county in the
State. Jackson County would begin the terms on the third Monday in January, May, and
September.

18. Acts of 1872 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 15, amended Acts of 1870 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 46, rescheduling
all the terms of the Circuit Courts in the Fifth Judicial Circuit and shifting Jackson County to the
second Monday in January, May, and September.

19. Acts of 1881, Chapter 92, changed all the court terms of the counties in the Fifth Judicial Circuit.
The Circuit Courts of Jackson County shall begin on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in
January, May, and September. 20. Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, divided Tennessee into
fourteen regular and one special Judicial Circuit. The Fifth Judicial Circuit contained the counties of
Pickett, Fentress, Cumberland, Putnam, Overton, Clay, Jackson, Smith, Macon, and Trousdale.
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Circuit Courts would start at Gainesboro on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in March,
July, and November.

20. Acts of 1887, Chapter 12, changed terms for the Circuit Courts of the counties in the Fifth Judicial
Circuit. Jackson County would begin the terms on the first Monday in March, July, and November.

21. Acts of 1897, Chapter 43, set the terms for the courts of the Fifth Judicial Circuit. In Jackson
County, the Circuit Court would meet on the second Monday in March, July and November.

22. Acts of 1897, Chapter 294, amended Acts of 1897, Chapter 43, by changing same court terms but
did not disturb Jackson County.

23. Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, reorganized the entire lower judicial system of the State, dividing
Tennessee into fourteen judicial circuits. The Fifth Circuit was composed of the counties of Pickett,
Cumberland, Putnam, Overton, Clay, Smith, Trousdale, White, Macon, and Jackson whose Circuit
Court would meet on the first Monday in March, July, and November.

24. Acts of 1901, Chapter 324, changed the terms of court for some of the counties in the Fifth
Judicial Circuit but left Jackson to meet on the first Monday in March, July, and November.

25. Acts of 1903, Chapter 457, also rearranged Circuit Court terms in the Fifth Judicial Circuit but did
not change Jackson County.

26. Acts of 1907, Chapter 122, changed the starting dates for the Circuit Courts of all the counties in
the Fifth Judicial Circuit switching Jackson to the third Monday in March, July, and November.

27. Public Acts of 1967, Chapter 10, transferred Jackson, Smith, Macon, Trousdale and Wilson
Counties from the Fifth Judicial Circuit to create a new Twenty-Fifth Judicial Circuit for civil
jurisdiction. The act provided for a new judge for this circuit.

28. Private Acts of 1978, Chapter 164, would have repealed that portion of Acts of 1859-60, Chapter
62, pertaining to the time of holding the Circuit Court. This Act was not acted upon by the Jackson
County Quarterly Court thus not becoming operative law.

29. Private Acts of 1985, Chapter 47, would have repealed Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 148, which is
reprinted herein, but never became operative law as it was disapproved by the county legislative
body on July 1, 1985.

ircui rt - Clerk

The following act has no current effect, but once applied to the Jackson County Circuit Court Clerk. It was
repealed, superseded, or never received local approval.

1. Acts of 1903, Chapter 255, was a salary act which pertained to the Circuit Court Clerks alone all
across the state. The Act specified a salary for the clerks which was determined by the population
of the county which they served. This population grouping was based on the 1900 Federal Census
which showed Jackson County to have a population of 15,039. This figure would entitle the Clerk
of the Circuit Court to receive $750 per annum under the terms of this Act. The county was
required to pay any shortage between the fees collected and the salary, but the Clerk could retain
any fees in excess of the salary.

Criminal Court
The following acts once pertained to the Jackson County Criminal Court, but are no longer current law.
1. Acts of 1907, Chapter 85, created the Criminal Court for the Fifth Judicial Circuit in the following
counties: White, Putnam, Cumberland, Overton, Pickett, Clay, Jackson, Macon, Trousdale and
Smith. In Jackson County, court would be held on the first Monday in March, July and November.
2. Public Acts of 1977, Chapter 444, divided the Criminal Court for the Fifth Judicial Circuit into two

divisions. Jackson County was placed into Division II along with Macon, Trousdale, Smith and
Wilson Counties. The act provided for a new criminal court judge for Division II.

3. Public Acts of 1978, Chapter 798, designated all judges, district attorneys and other court officials
and employees of the criminal court, Division II of the Fifth Judicial Circuit as officials of the
criminal court of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial Circuit.

District Att G | - Assistant { Criminal I tiaat

The following acts once affecting Jackson County are no longer in effect but are listed here for historical
purposes. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.

1. Acts of 1817, Chapter 65, organized the state into ten solicitorial districts assigning Bledsoe,
Warren, White, Overton and Jackson to the 5th Solicitorial District. The General Assembly would
appoint an Attorney General to prosecute on behalf of the state for each district.
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2. Acts of 1819, Chapter 4, placed the counties of Macon, Bledsoe, Warren, White, Overton and
Jackson in the Eleventh Solicitorial District.

3. Acts of 1907, Chapter 381, created the office of Assistant Attorney General for the 5th Judicial
Circuit. The Attorney General of that circuit would appoint a suitable and qualified person to serve
at his pleasure and direction at a salary of $1,800 per year which would be paid out of the state
treasury. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 166.

4. Public Acts of 1967, Chapter 100, created an additional Assistant District Attorney for the Fifth
Judicial Circuit.

5. Public Acts of 1967, Chapter 537, created an additional Assistant District Attorney for the Fifth
Judicial Circuit.

6. Public Acts of 1976, Chapter 563, created two additional full time Assistant District Attorneys for
the Fifth Judicial Circuit.

General Sessions Court

The following act once affected the general sessions court of Jackson County, but is no longer in effect and
is included herein for reference purposes.

1. Private Acts of 1965, Chapter 99, amended Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 460, by increasing the
salary of the Judge of the General Sessions Court from $2,400 to $3,600 per year. This act was

not approved by the quarterly county court of Jackson County and therefore never became an
effective law.

Source URL: https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/private-acts/chapter-v-court-system-89
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