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Public Defenders
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Public Defenders
Public Acts of 1990 Chapter 964
WHEREAS, the Sixth Judicial District, being Knox County, is the only judicial district without a Public
Defender; and,

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the General Assembly to create the position of District Public Defender for the
Sixth Judicial District and to make such position a part of the District Public Defender Conference, with the
same duties, responsibilities, privileges and staff assistance as other District Public Defenders.

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 8-14-202(a) is amended by deleting the word “sixth”.

SECTION 2. Effective September 1, 1990, there is created the position of District Public Defender for the
sixth judicial district. At the regular August election in 1990 the qualified voters of the sixth judicial district
shall elect a person to the position of District Public Defender for a full eight (8) year term. The person
elected to such office shall possess the same qualifications, powers and duties, and shall receive the same
compensation, payable in the same manner, benefits, emoluments dignity of office and staff assistance as
is required or provided by law for other District Public Defenders.

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the times for the filing of qualifying
petitions for candidates for the office of District Public Defender for the sixth judicial district shall be
modified if necessary by the county election commission in the sixth judicial district so that such names
may be placed on the ballot in the regular 1990 elections.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 12, 1990.
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