
November 23, 2024

Fencing Laws
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Fencing Laws
Acts of 1901 Chapter 57
COMPILER'S NOTE: The general law describing sufficient fencing is found at T.C.A. § 44- 8-102.

SECTION 1. That in addition to the fences now declared by statute to be lawful fences, for the enclosure
of lands, the following shall also be a lawful fence, in all counties of Tennessee, having a population of not
less than twenty-one thousand nor more than twenty-two thousand inhabitants, according to the Federal
census of 1900 or any subsequent Federal census, according to the following specifications, to-wit: Four
wires, rails, or slats securely fastened to substantial post firmly stationed in the earth not more than
twenty-five feet apart; the first wire, rail or slat shall be placed horizontally or with the surface, and as
nearly as possible, fourteen inches from the ground; and the second fourteen inches from the first; the
third fourteen inches from the second; the fourth sixteen inches from the third; Provided, said fence may
consist entirely of wire strands, or of boards, or of slats, or of rails, or of wire rails, boards and slats.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1903, Chapter 222
SECTION 2. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 19, 1901.
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