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Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
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Highways and Roads - Historical Notes
The following is a listing of acts which once had some effect upon the county road system in Hamblen
County, but which are no longer operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without
providing new substantive provisions.

1. Acts of 1901, Chapter 136, was a general road law for all counties in the state with a population
of less than 70,000 according to the 1900 Federal Census, or any subsequent Federal Census.

2. Acts of 1905, Chapter 485, regulated the improvement of county roads in Hamblen County and
provided for a bond issue to finance those improvements. This Act specified the roads to be
improved, but also provided that any landowner could petition the County Court for the road
alongside his property to be improved and any citizen of the county could petition the County
Court to authorize any county road to be macadamized. This Act was repealed by Acts of 1907,
Chapter 252.

3. Acts of 1907, Chapter 346, declared the tax which had been collected under the provisions of Acts
of 1905, Chapter 485, was to be part of the general road fund, and Acts of 1907, Chapter 565,
directed the County Trustee to pay those funds into the county road fund.

4. Acts of 1907, Chapter 522, authorized the County Court to purchase all road machinery that it
considered in the interest of the county to own.

5. Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 100, was a general road law for Hamblen County, which created a
Board of Road Commissioners and established the office of Road Superintendent. It also
abolished Road districts and provided for a tax levy to maintain the county roads. This Act was
amended a number of times before it was superseded by the current road law, found in this
volume. The Acts which are amendatory to Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 100, were:

As amended by: Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 593,
Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 669,
Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 712,
Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 465,
Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 197,
Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 616,
Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 384.

6. Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 779, authorized Hamblen County to apply any surplus or a recent
road bond issue to the finishing of State Highway 34 and for use in improving any of the county
roads.

7. Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 170, was amendatory to Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 313, Section
3, (the current Hamblen County road law), and was amended itself by Private Acts of 1963,
Chapter 19. Both of these Acts were repealed by Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 366.

8. Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 111, was also amendatory to Section 3 of the current road law of
Hamblen County. It also was repealed by Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 366.

9. Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 14, amended Private Acts of 1996, Chapter 161, provided that the
superintendent of roads be appointed by the county commission beginning with the term of office
starting September 1, 2000. This act did not receive local approval.

10. Private Acts of 2003, Chapter 29, relative to the road commission was repealed by Private Acts of
2004, Chapter 72.
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