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Public Acts of 1879 Chapter 42

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Public Acts of 1879 Chapter 42

COMPILER'S NOTE: Sections 3 and 6-12 have been omitted, because they do not pertain to Madison
County.

SECTION 1. That a new county be, and the same is hereby established, out of fractions of Madison,
Henderson, McNairy and Hardeman counties, to be known as Chester County.

SECTION 2. That the county of Chester shall be bounded as follows: Beginning at a stake on the south
bank of the middle fork of the Forked Deer River, where the Henderson and Madison county line crosses
said river, at a beech and two hickory pointers, thence east with the meanderings of said river to a stake,
hickory, elm and hornbean pointers on the land of Dr. W. E. Tucker; thence with the arc of a circle with
the radius of 11 miles; from the town of Lexington 12°93 miles; thence east 1 mile; thence in a southern
direction to the northwest corner of Hardin County; thence with said line to the northeast corner of
McNairy county; thence south with the McNairy and Hardin county line 1°52 miles; thence west 1°39
miles; thence south to the corner of the old survey of Wisdom County, made under the Act, this to repeal,
on the lands of Thomas Wilkerson; thence west 8 miles; thence with the arc of a circle, with the radius of
11 miles, from the town of Purdy 14 miles; thence west 2°53 miles; thence with the arc of a circle with
the radius of 11 miles from the town of Bolivar, 8°75 miles; thence north to the Madison county line;
thence east with the Madison and Hardeman county line to a stake 10 poles east of the house of Rev.
Robert Rainey; thence north 61 degrees east 9 miles; thence north 26%2°east to the Henderson and
Madison county line; thence north with said line to the beginning. 278°77 square miles.

SECTION 4. That it shall be the duty of said Commissioners, first giving thirty days notice in one public
place or more, of the time and place to open and hold an election in one or more places in each of the
fractions proposed to be stricken off from the counties of Madison, Henderson, McNairy and Hardeman, in
order to ascertain whether two-thirds of the voters residing in each of the said fractions are in favor of, or
opposed to, the formation of said new county of Chester, and all persons qualified to vote for members of
the General Assembly, residing in said fractions, shall be entitled to vote in said elections, and each voter
who is in favor of the formation of the new county, shall have on his ticket, "New County," and each voter
opposed to the formation of said new county of Chester, shall have on his ticket, "Old County," and after
counting the vote cast in said election, if it shall appear that there are two-thirds of the legal voters in
each of said fractions in favor of the new county, then in that case, the county of Chester shall be, and is
hereby declared a county, with all the privileges and advantages, and subject to all the liabilities and
duties with other counties in this State.

SECTION 5. That in order to carry into effect, and make certain and accurate, the provisions in the fourth
section of this Act, said Commissioners are hereby empowered and authorized to canvass and take the
census of the qualified voting population in the bounds of the several fractions proposed to be stricken off
from the counties of Madison, Henderson, McNairy and Hardeman, and if for any cause the election as
herein provided shall not be held in any of said fractions, on the day appointed, said Commissioners shall
provide for another election as herein provided in such fractions.

SECTION 13. That the citizens of Chester county in all elections for Governor, Members of the General

Assembly, Representatives in Congress and Electors for President and Vice President, shall vote with the
counties from which they have been respectively stricken off, until the next apportionment agreeable to
the provisions of the fifth section of the Tenth Article of the Constitution of the State.

SECTION 14. That the fractions composing the said county of Chester shall be liable for their pro rata of
the debts contracted and owing by the counties from which they were taken, and shall also receive their
proportion of any stock or credits belonging to said old counties.

SECTION 15. That an Act passed March 19, 1875, entitled, "An Act to create a new county off of
Madison, Henderson, McNairy, and Hardeman counties, in the State of Tennessee," and all other Acts and
parts of Acts in conflict with this Act be, and the same are hereby repealed.

SECTION 16. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 1, 1879.
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