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Richard City - Deptford Independent Schools District
Acts of 1920 (Ex. Sess.) Chapter 93
SECTION 1. That an Independent School District be, and the same is hereby created out of a part of the
Sixth Civil District of Marion County, Tennessee, including the towns of Richard City and Deptford, to be
known as the Richard City and Deptford Independent School District, with the following boundaries:

Beginning at the intersection of the Alabama and Tennessee State line with the Tennessee River, on the
west bank thereof and running thence westwardly with the east brow of Cumberland Mountain; thence
northwardly with the east brow of Cumberland Mountain to the intersection of the same with an extension
of the north right of way of 12th Street of the City of South Pittsburg; and thence eastwardly with an
extension of said north right of way of the said 12th Street to the north right of way of the said 12th
Street; thence eastwardly with the north right of way of 12th Street and with an extension thereof to the
intersection of the same with the Tennessee River; thence with the west bank of the Tennessee,
southwardly to the point of beginning.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 91
SECTION 2. That the officers of the said school district shall consist of a Board of Trustees, consisting of
three (3) members, who, with their successors, shall be a body politic and corporate, under the name and
style of "Board of Trustees of Richard City and Deptford Independent School District.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to elect one of their number President, who shall preside over
all meetings of the Board, countersign all checks or warrants, and perform such other duties as may be
assigned to him by the provisions of this Act, or by the Board.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to elect a Secretary, who shall keep the minutes of all
meetings of the Board, and perform such other duties as may be assigned to him by the provisions of this
Act, or by the Board.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to elect a Treasurer, who shall have custody of all funds
belonging to the school district; to disburse the same upon order of the Board, upon warrants
countersigned by the President. The Board will require the Treasurer to enter into a good and solvent bond
in the sum of not less than the greatest amount of funds that may at any time be in the hands of such
Treasurer and not less than the sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars in any event, which said bond
shall be executed by a reputable bonding company and shall be payable to the State of Tennessee, for the
use and benefit of the said Richard City and Deptford Independent School District, and conditioned upon
the said Treasurer well and truly keeping and faithfully accounting for all monies belonging to the said
district, and coming into his hands, and which said bond shall be approved by the Chairman of the Board
of Trustees and filed with him, and the premium on the said bond shall be paid out of funds belonging to
the district.

The above mentioned officers of the Board will be elected by the Board at their first meeting, and
biennially thereafter, but removable at the pleasure of the Board.

No member of the Board of Trustees shall draw a salary as such, but the Board may pay the Secretary
and Treasurer such amount as will be reasonable compensation for the work required, not to exceed One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per annum, in the discretion of the Board, the offices of Secretary and
Treasurer may be combined, and one person elected to both of said offices.

No person shall be eligible to the office of member of the Board of Trustees who has not, for a period of
one year prior to his election, been a householder, or freeholder, in the said district, and who has not had
the equivalent of a primary education.

The term of office of the Board of Trustees shall be six years, one member of which shall be elected at the
regular August election in 1922; another at the regular August election in 1924; and another at the
regular August election in 1926, and one member elected biennially thereafter.

J. C. Kirkpatrick is hereby named and appointed a member of the Board of Trustees, to serve until the
regular August election of 1922.

Elwood Shaw is hereby named and appointed a member of the Board of Trustees, to serve until the
regular August election of 1924.

W. H. Klein is hereby named and appointed a member of the Board of Trustees, to serve until the regular
August election of 1926.

The Board of Trustees herein named and appointed will meet and organize as soon after the passage of
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this Act as can conveniently be done; and such regular meetings of the Board held thereafter as may be
provided for by the Board; and such special meetings as may be called by the President. In case of a
vacancy in the Board of Trustees, it shall be the duty of the remaining members of the Board to fill the
vacancy for the unexpired term by election.

SECTION 3. That the powers and duties of the said Board of Trustees shall be:

(1) To establish and maintain such schools within the said district as the Board of Trustees shall
deem necessary to care for the scholastic population; and to prescribe a course of study which
shall, in all respects, conform to the provisions and requirements of the State Board of Education
for elementary schools, and to provide for such additional instructional programs for elementary
schools. Provided, further, that the Board of Trustees is hereby empowered to purchase and furnish
free of charge to its pupils all textbooks and other materials necessary to promote the program of
study set forth by the Board of Trustees for said schools; and

(2) To establish and maintain a high school if deemed necessary by the Board of Trustees and to
provide a course of study for same which shall, in all respects, conform to the requirements of the
State Board of Education for high schools; and

(3) To employ teachers having the qualifications required by the general law and the State Board of
Education for the schools of said district and to fix their compensation and, for cause, to discharge
them; and

(4) To open and close the schools of the district at such times as to the Board may deem advisable
and to determine the length of the school term for each year; and

(5) In keeping with all state laws, to suspend or expel students when it is necessary to maintain
discipline within the schools; and

(6) To employ, if deemed necessary, an attendance officer who shall have the powers and duties
conferred on such officer by general law, and to fix the compensation for such position; and

(7) To employ janitors, and all such other classified employees as may be necessary for the
operation of the school system, and to fix their compensation; and

(8) To require all such reports from teachers and the system administration as required by general
law including such other reports as the Board may require relative to the progress of the schools;
and

(9) to (sic) borrow money from lending institutions qualified to transact business in the State of
Tennessee, to pledge as collateral for such loans the full faith and credit of the Richard City Special
School District, and to repay the principal and interest on such loans from tax receipts and/or state
or federal revenues appropriated for such purposes; and

(l0) To build, repair and maintain the school buildings and such incidental buildings as may be
necessary; and

(11) To hold in trust all school property, both real and personal, within the bounds of the district
and to sell and convey the same by deed or title, and to acquire by purchase all such real estate or
other property as the Board may deem necessary for school purposes; and

(12) To take a census of the scholastic population residing within the district as soon possible after
the passage of this Act, and to report same to the County Superintendent and the County Trustee,
and take such scholastic population census annually thereafter and report same to the
above-referenced officials; and

(13) To have and to exercise all the powers and duties conferred by general law upon County
Boards of Education with respect to schools within the district

As amended by:Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 36
SECTION 4. That the title to all public school property, real and personal, situated within the said district,
be and is hereby vested in the said Board of Trustees, and their successors in office, in trust for public
school purposes, with the power and control over the same herein conferred; and the said Board of
Trustees of the said district shall not be liable to Marion County, or any taxpayer thereof, on account of
this transfer.

SECTION 5. That the power is hereby conferred upon the Board of Trustees of said school district to
execute, issue, advertise and sell coupon bonds for the school district, and otherwise to incur debt
including the power to borrow funds from financial institutions qualified to transact business in the State of
Tennessee, both long-term and short-term, payable from the receipts of the established tax rate for the
district, as may be amended, and from state or federal revenue receipts designated for such purposes.
The Board shall determine the most favorable method for financing any indebtedness as well as the
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repayment of such indebtedness. Such proceeds shall be used for the construction, maintenance or repair
of school buildings including additions thereto. Said indebtedness shall constitute the general obligations
of the school district, shall be executed by the Board of Trustees, and shall be payable at such places and
at such times as the Board of Trustees may, by resolution, determine. Provided, however, that the term of
any indebtedness shall not exceed twenty (20) years. It shall be the duty of the Board to set apart a
sufficient amount of all monies received by the district as a sinking fund to be used solely for the payment
of principal and interest for the retirement of debt authorized herein.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 36
SECTION 6. That it shall be the duty of the County Trustee, upon the Board of Trustees of the said
district reporting to him the scholastic population of the said district as herein provided, to apportion to
the said district that proportion of all public school monies in his hands, or afterwards coming into his
hands, which the scholastic population of the said district bears to the scholastic population of the whole
county, and annually thereafter, upon the reporting to the Trustee of the scholastic population of the said
district, and as often as an apportionment, or pro rata, of the school funds is made, the Trustee will set
apart to the said district its pro rata share of all such school funds. All monies thus apportioned and set
apart to the said district shall be paid by the Trustee to the Treasurer of the Board of Trustees of the said
district.

SECTION 7. That for the purpose of supporting and maintaining the schools and school property of this
district, and supplementing the school funds of said district there is hereby assessed upon all taxable
property within the said district a tax for each and every year hereafter at the rate of thirty-five ($0.35)
cents upon each one hundred dollars assessed valuation.

The basis for the assessment of the said taxes shall be the assessed valuation as shown by the books of
the County Trustee. The taxes herein assessed shall be collected by the County Trustee, and shall become
due and payable, and collectable at the same time and in the same manner as taxes under the general
laws of the State. Taxes herein assessed shall constitute a lien on the real estate on which it is assessed,
and in default of payment, shall be subject to the same penalties and forfeitures provided by the general
laws of the State. The taxes herein assessed, when collected by the Trustee, will be paid to the Treasurer
of the said Independent School District.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 540

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 136
SECTION 8. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: September 3, 1920.

Private Acts of 2004 Chapter 104
SECTION 1. The Richard City and Deptford Independent School District, located in Marion County,
Tennessee (the “District”), created by Chapter 93 of the Private Acts of 1920 (Extraordinary Session) of
the State of Tennessee, as amended by Chapter 740 of the Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 540 of the
Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 136 of the Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 91 of the Private Acts of 1959,
Chapter 36 of the Private Acts of 1999, and Chapter 148 of the Private Acts of 2000, and all other Acts
amendatory thereto, if any, (the “Act of Incorporation”) is hereby authorized and empowered to issue and
sell to the United States of America, acting through Rural Development, by resolution of the Board of
Trustees of the District, an installment bond in the principal amount of not to exceed Eight Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($800,000) for the purpose of providing funds for the (i) construction, improvement,
renovation, expansion, furnishing, fixturing and equipping of school buildings and facilities, and additions
thereto, in and for the District, including the purchase of all property, real and personal, or interests
therein, necessary in connection with said work, and the purchase of school buses and school
transportation equipment, (ii) funding of all accounts and funds necessary and proper in connection with
the issuance and sale of the bond as the Board of Trustees of the District shall determine, (iii) payment of
capitalized interest during the period of construction and for six (6) months thereafter, and (iv) payment
of all legal, fiscal, administrative, architectural, engineering, accounting and similar professional and other
costs incident thereto and to the issuance and sale of the bond.
As amended by: Private Acts of 2005, Chapter 201

SECTION 2. The bond will be sold to the United States of America, acting through Rural Development, as
a fully registered installment bond, without coupons, at a rate not to exceed five percent (5.0%) per
annum and payable in thirty-eight (38) consecutive annual installments of principal and interest.
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As amended by: Private Acts of 2005, Chapter 201

SECTION 3. The bond shall be issued in fully registered form and shall be signed and sealed as provided
in the Tennessee Public Obligations Registration Act and in the resolution adopted by the District’s Board
of Trustees authorizing the bond.

SECTION 4. The property tax currently being levied within the boundaries of the District for the benefit of
the District pursuant to Chapter 136 of the Private Acts of 1949 for supporting and maintaining schools
and school property of the District shall continue to be levied for the additional purpose of paying principal
and interest on the bond herein authorized and any other indebtedness of the District. The Board of
Trustees is hereby authorized to pledge such taxes levied on taxable property located within the
boundaries of the District as necessary to pay the principal of and interest on the bond and any other
indebtedness of the District, being a portion of the existing taxes, and not an increase therein. The taxes
shall be annually extended and collected by the county trustee of Marion County, Tennessee in the
manner provided by general law for the extension and collection of county taxes and shall constitute a lien
on the property against which they are levied with the like force and effect as do county taxes. The rate
established pursuant to Chapter 136 of the Private Acts of 1949 as continued hereunder may be adjusted
from time to time in accordance with the procedure set forth in Section 67-5-1704, Tennessee Code
Annotated, relating to countywide reappraisal. In addition, in the event the total assessed value of all
property subject to the tax hereinabove described declines by more than 10% from January 1 of any year
to January 1 of the next succeeding year or declines by more than 15% from January 1 of any year to
January 1 of the second succeeding year thereafter, at the request of the Board of Trustees, the county
assessor of property shall certify to the county trustee and the Board of Trustees the total assessed value
of taxable property within the District and furnish the county trustee and the Board of Trustees an
estimate of the total assessed value of all new construction and improvements not included on the
assessment roll of the base year and all deletions from the assessment roll of the base year. Upon receipt
of said information and certifications, the county trustee shall adjust the tax rate established herein to an
adjusted rate which is estimated to provide to the District the same tax revenue as was provided by said
tax in the base year, exclusive of such new construction, improvements and deletions, in accordance with
the policies established by the state board of equalization pursuant to Section 67-5-1701(b), Tennessee
Code Annotated, or any successor thereto. Said taxes shall be used exclusively to pay principal and
interest on the bond authorized herein and any other indebtedness of the District as they become due, to
maintain debt service fund balances and to pay costs of operating and maintaining schools of the District.
In the event the property taxes and such other funds as shall be pledged to the payment of the
indebtedness of the District are not sufficient to pay principal thereof and interest thereon when due, the
District shall apply funds from operations or other available funds of the District to the payment thereof.
Any surplus arising from the tax hereinabove described and not required for the payment of debt service
on outstanding obligations of the District may be used, at the discretion of the Board of Trustees of the
District, for the construction, improvement, renovation, expansion, furnishing, fixturing and equipping of
school building and facilities, and additions thereto, in and for the District, including the purchase of all
property, real and personal, or interests therein, necessary in connection with said work, and the purchase
of school buses and school transportation equipment, and all other operations and maintenance of schools
in the District.

SECTION 5. The Board of Trustees is authorized to pledge to the payment of the bond all or a portion of
(i) any funds received by the District under the Tennessee Basic Education Program available to be used
for capital outlay expenditures, as set forth in Section 49-3-351 et seq., Tennessee Code Annotated, and
related sections, (ii) its share of the Local Option Sales and Use Tax now or hereafter levied and collected
in Marion County, Tennessee, pursuant to Section 67-6-712, Tennessee Code Annotated, and (iii) any
other funds received from the State of Tennessee, or any of its authorities, agencies or instrumentalities,
for school purposes and available to be used for capital outlay expenditures.

SECTION 6. The bond, and all income therefrom, shall be exempt from all state, county and municipal
taxation in the State of Tennessee, except inheritance, transfer and estate taxes and except as otherwise
provided by applicable law.

SECTION 7. The District is further authorized, by resolution of the Board of Trustees, to borrow money
and issue its bond(s) for the purpose of refunding the bond authorized herein, at or prior to maturity, in
whole or in part, at any time, in accordance with the terms hereof.

SECTION 8. The District is further authorized, by resolution of the Board of Trustees, to issue and sell
notes of the District in anticipation of the issuance of the bond authorized herein. The notes may bear
such date or dates, shall mature at such time or times, not exceeding three (3) years from their
respective dated dates, may bear interest at such rate or rates (which may vary from time to time), may
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be payable at such time or times, may be in such denominations, may carry such registration and
conversion privileges, may be executed in such manner, may be payable in such medium of payment at
such place or places, may be subject to such terms of redemption, with or without premium, and may
provide for the replacement of mutilated, destroyed or lost notes, all as may be provided by resolution of
the Board of Trustees. The notes shall be sold as a whole or in part from time to time in such manner as
shall be provided by resolution of the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees of the District is authorized
and empowered to do and perform all acts and enter into all agreements which may be necessary or
desirable in connection with the issuance and sale of the notes and delegate the power to consummate all
such acts and execute and implement all such agreements on its behalf as the Board of Trustees shall
deem necessary or desirable.

SECTION 9. If any provision(s) of this Act or the application thereof shall be held by any court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable to any extent, the remainder of this Act and the
application of such provisions shall not be affected thereby, shall be enforced to the greatest extent
permitted by law and are declared to be severable.

SECTION 10. This Act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 5, 2004.

Private Acts of 2021 Chapter 35
SECTION 1. The Richard City and Deptford Independent School District, located in Marion County,
Tennessee (the "District"), created by Chapter 93 of the Private Acts of 1920(Extraordinary Session) of
the State of Tennessee, as amended by Chapter 740 of the Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 540 of the
Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 136 of the Private Acts of 1949,Chapter 91 of the Private Acts of 1959,
Chapter 36 of the Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 148 of the Private Acts of 2000, Chapter 104 of the
Private Acts of 2004, Chapter 21 of the Private Acts of 2005, and all other Acts amendatory thereto, if
any, (the "Act of Incorporation") is hereby authorized and empowered to issue and sell, by resolution of
the Board of Trustees (the "Board") of the District, bonds and/or notes in the aggregate principal amount
of not to exceed two million three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($2,350,000) in the manner provided
below:

(a) The District is hereby authorized and empowered to issue and sell, by resolution of its Board, school
bonds and notes for the purpose of providing funds for (i) the construction, improvement, renovation,
expansion, furnishing, and equipping of school buildings and facilities, and additions thereto, in and for the
District, including thepurchase of all property, real and personal, or interests therein, necessary in
connection therewith, (ii) the funding of all accounts and funds necessary and proper in connection with
the issuance and sale of the bonds and notes as the Board shall determine, (iii) the payment of interest on
the bonds and notes during the period of construction and for six (6) months thereafter and (iv) the
payment of all legal, fiscal, administrative, architectural, engineering, accounting, and similar professional
and other costs incident thereto and to the issuance and sale of the bonds and notes. The maximum
aggregate principal amount of school bonds and notes authorized to be issued shall be limited to two
million three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($2,350,000). No public referendum or election of the voters
of the District shall be necessary in order for the District to issue and sell the bonds and/or notes
authorized pursuant to this subsection.

(b) The bonds and notes may be sold at competitive or negotiated sale at such times, in such amounts,
and with such terms as may be approved by resolution of the Board; provided, that the maximum
maturity of any bond or note issued shall not exceed twenty-two (22) years from issuance and the rate or
rates of the bonds and notes shallnot exceed the maximum rate permitted by Tennessee law.

(c) The District is further authorized, by resolution of its Board, to issue and sell notes of the District in
anticipation of the issuance of the bonds authorized herein. The notes shall mature at such time or times,
not exceeding five (5) years from their respective dated dates, and shall be sold in such manner and upon
such terms as shall be provided by resolution of the Board. Bond anticipation notes shall also be
payable from and secured by the proceeds of the bonds in anticipation of which they are
issued. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, bond anticipation notes may be issued in an
amount not to exceed two million three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($2,350,000) in addition to the
issuance of not to exceed two million three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($2,350,000) of school bonds,
provided that such notes are to be retired by the bonds.

(d) The District is further authorized, by resolution of its Board, to borrow money and issue its bonds for
the purpose of refunding the bonds and notes authorized hereinor that may have been previously issued
by the District. The refunding bonds shall be sold at such times, in such manner, and upon such terms as
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shall be provided byresolution of the Board, and notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary shall be
in an amount necessary to refund such bonds or notes.

(e) The Board of the District is authorized and empowered to do and perform all acts and enter into all
agreements which may be necessary or desirable in connection with the issuance and sale of any and all
bonds and notes authorized herein, and to delegate the power to consummate all such acts and execute
and implement all such agreements on its behalf as the Board shall deem necessary or desirable.

(f) The bonds and notes authorized hereunder shall be issued in fully registered form and shall be
executed as provided in the Tennessee Public Obligations Registration Act and in the resolution adopted by
the Board.

(g) Any bonds or notes issued hereunder shall be paid from the taxes levied by authority of the Act of
Incorporation. Notwithstanding any provision of the Act ofIncorporation to the contrary, all taxes levied
pursuant thereto are specifically authorized to be used to pay the principal of and interest on any bonds
and notes issued pursuant to this subsection. The Board of the District is hereby authorized to pledge such
taxes as necessary to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds and notes authorized herein. The
taxes shall constitute a lien on the property against which they are levied with the like force and effect as
due county taxes.

(h) The Board is also authorized, but not required, to pledge to the payment of the bonds and notes all or
a portion of (i) any funds received by the District under theTennessee Basic Education Program available
to be used for capital outlay expenditures, as set forth in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-3-351,
and related sections, (ii) its share of the Local Option Sales and Use Tax now or hereafter levied
and collected in Marion County, Tennessee, pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 67-6-712,
and (iii) any other funds received from the State of Tennessee, or any of its authorities, agencies, or
instrumentalities, for school purposes and available to beused for capital outlay expenditures.

(i) The bonds and notes and all income therefrom, shall be exempt from all state, county and municipal
taxation in the State of Tennessee, except excise and franchise taxes and except as otherwise provided by
applicable law.

SECTION 2. No additional tax levies are levied hereby. The property taxes heretofore levied by the Act of
Incorporation are hereby affirmed at the rates set forth therein, subject to theprocedures set forth in
Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 67-5-1704, relating to countywide reappraisal. In addition, in the
event the total assessed value of all property subject to the taxhereinabove described declines by more
than ten percent (10%) from January 1 of any year to January 1 of the next succeeding year, or declines
by more than fifteen percent (15%) fromJanuary 1 of any year to January 1 of the second succeeding year
thereafter, at the request of the Board of the District, the county assessor of property shall certify to the
county trustee and the Board of the District the total assessed value of taxable property within the District
and furnish the county trustee and the Board of the District an estimate of the total assessed value of all
new construction and improvements not included on the assessment roll of the base year and all deletions
from the assessment roll of the base year. Upon receipt of said information andcertifications, the county
trustee shall adjust the tax rate to an adjusted rate which is estimated to provide to the District the same
tax revenue as was provided by said tax in the base year,exclusive of such new construction,
improvements, and deletions, in accordance with policies established by the state board of equalization
pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 67-5-1701(b), or any successor thereto. Taxes levied for
debt service shall be pledged and applied first to pay principal of and interest on indebtedness issued by
the District, including thebonds and notes authorized herein. Any amounts in excess thereof may be used,
at the discretion of the Board of the District, for any and all capital and/or operating expenses of
the District.

SECTION 3. In the event that the laws creating the District are repealed or the District is abolished, that
portion of such laws levying a tax, the proceeds of which are pledged to thepayment of outstanding bonds
and indebtedness of the District, shall remain in full force and effect with respect to the real and personal
property within the District to the extent necessary tosatisfy the District's debt service requirements with
respect to said bonds, notes, and indebtedness, and the outstanding bonds, notes, and indebtedness of
the District shall remain binding and valid obligations of the District the same to be paid out of funds
collected in respect of the tax herein authorized. In such event, the said remaining tax shall continue to be
collected by the county trustee and funds collected in respect thereof shall be paid in respect of
the District's outstanding bonds, notes, and indebtedness by the District until such bonds, notes, and
indebtedness have been paid in full.

SECTION 4. The provisions of this Act are intended to supersede any contrary provisions of the Act of
Incorporation heretofore adopted.

SECTION 5. If any provision(s) of this Act or the application thereof shall be held by any court of
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competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable to any extent, the remainder of this Act and the
application of such provisions shall not be affected thereby, shall be enforced to the greatest extent
permitted by law and are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. This act takes effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: May 25, 2021

Source URL: https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/private-acts/richard-city-deptford-independent-schools-
district
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