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April 01, 2025

Carnival, Circus, Street Fairs

Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee

County Technical Assistance Service

226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

615.532.3555 phone

615.532.3699 fax

www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Carnival, Circus, Street Fairs
Private Acts of 1957 Chapter 155

SECTION 1. That all counties in this State having a population of not less than forty four thousand one
hundred (44,100) and not more than forty four thousand two hundred (44,200) according to the Federal
Census of 1950, or any subsequent census, shall prohibit any street fairs, carnivals, circuses and
menageries operated in the open air or any tent from operating in said county for more than one day in
any one week.

SECTION 2. That no tickets shall be sold for and no admission charge collected for any street fair,
carnival, circus, menageries or any other show or exhibition connected with such fair, carnival, circus, or
menageries between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and the following 10:00 A.M.

SECTION 3. That no street fair, carnival, circus, or menageries or any show or exhibition connected with
such fair, carnival, circus, or menageries shall be operated between the hours of 10:30 P.M. and the
following 10:00 A.M. and no customers or patrons shall be permitted to enter or to remain in any such
fair, carnival, circus, or menageries or any show or exhibition being a part of or connected with any such
fair, carnival, circus or menageries.

SECTION 4. That no barker, announcer or other person shall, between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and the
following 10:00 A.M. endeavor in any way to persuade anyone to buy tickets for, or pay admission for or
enter any part of any amusement or exhibition connected with any street fair, carnival, circus or
menageries between 10:00 P.M. and the following 10:00 A.M. no performers or exhibitionists employed by
or connected with any part of any exhibition or amusement connected with any such fair, carnival, circus,
or menageries shall give a free exhibition or performance that might in any way indicate to the public
what exhibitions or performances or exhibitors or performers might be seen in any amusement in any way
connected with any such fair, carnival, circus or menageries.

SECTION 5. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved by two-thirds
vote of the Quarterly County Court of any county to which it may apply on or before the next regular
meeting of such Quarterly County Court occurring more than thirty days after its approval by the Chief
Executive of this State. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the
body having jurisdiction to approve or the reverse, and shall be certified by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 6. That all laws and amendatory laws thereto in conflict with this Act be and the same are
hereby repealed, that this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: February 26, 1957.
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