
May 20, 2024

Levy in Excess of the Certified Rate
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Levy in Excess of the Certified Rate
Reference Number: CTAS-1571
No tax rate in excess of the certified tax rate may be levied by the county legislative body until a
resolution or ordinance has been approved by county legislative body according to the following
procedure: (1) the county legislative body must advertise its intent to exceed the certified tax rate in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county (See Sample newspaper advertisement of Notice of Intent
to Exceed Certified Tax Rate), (2) the county mayor must, within 30 days after publication, furnish to the
State Board of Equalization an affidavit of publication; (3) a public hearing must be held on the issue, and
(4) the county legislative body, after the public hearing, may adopt a resolution or ordinance levying a tax

rate in excess of the certified tax rate.1

If the resolution or ordinance is approved it must be forwarded to the county board of equalization and the
State Board of Equalization. The county board or the state board, as appropriate, must notify each taxing
authority of any change in the assessment roll which results from action by either board. An increase in
the tax rate above that certified or adopted by resolution or ordinance of the county legislative body,
which is required solely by a reduction of the assessment roll by the state or county boards, may be
adopted without further notice. A levy of tax found to be based on an erroneous calculation may be
revised prior to tax billing on certification of a revised calculation by the state board of equalization
accepted by act or resolution of the governing body of the affected taxing authority without further notice.
If the error is certified after tax billing, the revised rate will take effect as of the next general ad valorem

levy by the governing body of the affected taxing authority.2

1T.C.A. § 67-5-1702; Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen. U87-43 (April 13, 1987).
2T.C.A. § 67-5-1703.
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